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Recognition win in the FM Sector

G4S Staff fight hard and win recognition, writes Sharon Leslie, PCS Facilities
Management Industrial Officer

After a lot of hard work by members and reps (both civil service and outsourced)
we have finally signed two new recognition agreements with G4S covering around
120 security guards employed on the Cabinet Office and DSIT contracts.

The significance of this win should not be underestimated. The statutory process
was started in June 2023 because the previous employer, Mitie, declined
voluntary recognition even though we had 50% membership density. The
organising work to get us to this position started well before June 2023 and we
had to ensure we maintained our membership levels throughout the statutory
process.

Members were then TUPE transferred to G4S on 1 October 2023 with a statutory
declaration of recognition but without an agreement being signed before the
transfer. During the TUPE talks G4S claimed that the GMB had company-wide
recognition and they would not recognise PCS. A lot of work was done to convince
G4S that with a statutory declaration of trade union recognition, PCS was the
legitimate trade union for the transferring members. G4S finally conceded and it
took from January until June to agree the wording of the agreement.

The significance of this win should not be underestimated

This gives you some context of the hostile environment our outsourced FM
members operate in, where something as fundamental as having a voice through
a trade union recognition agreement, must be hard fought for.

There is a lot more organising work to do, to elect reps and train and develop
them. A collective agreement is only worth something if we ensure it is
implemented. But in the meantime, the members and reps involved should be
proud of the union power they have built to achieve this win. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcs.org.uk%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Fpcs-signs-two-trade-union-recognition-agreements-g4s&data=05%7C02%7Calistair.maxwell%40atos.net%7C23b61bf8289f4a2ef64f08dc9b476936%7C33440fc6b7c7412cbb730e70b0198d5a%7C0%7C0%7C638555978229953600%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8bx%2B089mOjH0H09Ox2V%2F5VCE6LEHX%2FoOSwDRRLR6pa4%3D&reserved=0

