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PCS to attend special Congress on
minimum service levels legislation

The special TUC Congress this weekend (9 December) will discuss the next stage
of campaigning against the government’s anti-strike laws.

In the king’s speech last month, the government promised to rush through anti-
strike laws which would effectively criminalise strike action for thousands of our
Home Office members in the Border Force and the Passport Office. 

As seen through the recent legislative committees on minimum service levels
laws (27 November), the government is trying to railroad through the laws in
parliament. If the government gets its way, it will have the power to implement
them and undermine the right to strike of hundreds of thousands of workers by
Christmas.  

The meeting at Congress House in London – which will be live-streamed  – will
debate a TUC General Council statement based on a campaign plan and hear
contributions from workers directly impacted by the government’s minimum
service levels legislation (MSLs).

PCS is fully involved in efforts to resist and repeal this latest “blatant attack” on
trade union rights. The law is a vindictive attempt to stop workers winning strikes
following 18 months of large-scale industrial unrest. 

It stipulates that when workers lawfully vote to strike in certain sectors, including
health, education, transport and border security, they could be forced to attend
work – and sacked if they do not comply. Unions could also face substantial fines
for any breaches. 

At its special congress, the TUC will discuss what a legal challenge could entail.
PCS is also working closely with the FBU and RMT on ways forward. The special
congress is also expected to set a date for a national demonstration.  

PCS has been urging the public to put pressure on their MPs into opposing these
anti-strike restrictions.

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcs.org.uk%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Fhow-minimum-service-levels-will-affect-border-force-passport-office-members&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C7f9d5210a629432350e108dbf58e950b%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638373764952189794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B1U1moLhG9MFgzkuasErpA7dvGL6eaFJuTZRs14exKg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcs.org.uk%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Fhow-minimum-service-levels-will-affect-border-force-passport-office-members&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C7f9d5210a629432350e108dbf58e950b%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638373764952189794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B1U1moLhG9MFgzkuasErpA7dvGL6eaFJuTZRs14exKg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcs.org.uk%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Fmps-protest-threat-anti-strike-laws-pcs-members&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C7f9d5210a629432350e108dbf58e950b%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638373764952189794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ajPlg%2BKKlytO2e90YzgGq%2FlnsO8THuZaT9NeeHUi9nM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcs.org.uk%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Fmps-protest-threat-anti-strike-laws-pcs-members&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C7f9d5210a629432350e108dbf58e950b%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638373764952189794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ajPlg%2BKKlytO2e90YzgGq%2FlnsO8THuZaT9NeeHUi9nM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tuc.org.uk%2Fwatch-congress-live&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C7f9d5210a629432350e108dbf58e950b%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638373764952189794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jbgj62VOVtv3jNjcpuCQh2y6kWT1R%2FZ%2FdGpBdUCHn00%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcs.org.uk%2Fnews-events%2Fnews%2Furge-your-mp-protest-minimum-service-levels&data=05%7C01%7Ccoling%40pcs.org.uk%7C7f9d5210a629432350e108dbf58e950b%7Ce9f93d1c10a64998a9f8ac234ef0e257%7C0%7C0%7C638373764952189794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y0lByapmjysi%2BHoi1xaDXNZRe7zvyfNIzfFF%2BGKzv1s%3D&reserved=0


Several MPs – including members of the PCS parliamentary group – have already
slammed these proposed laws at a delegated legislation parliamentary committee
 as a political attack on the democratic right to withdraw labour, as virtually
unworkable in practice, and as potential breaches of international law. 

You can watch the special Congress on a live-stream. We will provide a report of
the meeting afterwards.

For more information about the special congress, see the TUC website. 

Not yet a PCS member? Join online today. 
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